new life

Sermon Title: Your Peacemaking Purpose
Speaker: Pastor Redd Sevilla - Neighborhood Engagement Pastor
Scriptures: Matthew 5:9

9 Blessed are the peacemakers,

for they will be called children of God.

Sermon Summary:

This Sunday, we continue our Advent sermon series, “Waiting for Jesus,” by turning from the theme of
Waiting to the theme of Peacemaking. Advent invites us to reflect on Christ as the Prince of Peace and to
prepare our hearts for his coming. We’'ll explore how Matthew 5 calls us to embody God’s peace in
tangible, restorative ways. Jesus’ words remind us that peacemaking is not passive but an active
expression of God’s character in the world. Together, we’ll consider how meeting needs and righting
wrongs become part of our faithful anticipation of Christ’s arrival.

Sermon Questions:

1.

What fears and anxieties do you hear being shared in your neighborhood, work places, and
families?

Pastor Redd shared the fears and anxieties in EImhurst/Corona of ICE agents
and the lack of affordable housing.

Biblical peace or shalom means wholeness or the repair of what's been fractured. Pastor Redd
shared that we all have the title of peacemaker? What does that mean to you and why do you
think it is important?

Pastor Redd came up with a new acronym: GMSY “Good for Me, Stinks for Ya’ll.” He shared his
own privilege as a home owner and American citizen that can make it easy for him to ignore the
hardships others are facing. What privilege do you have that can make you callous to the
struggles of others?

Peace making demands a lifestyle change that resists the forces that elevate personal gain at the
expense of the common good. What lifestyle shift might God be calling you to in order to make
room for peace making?

Read Revelation 21:3-5, which speaks to the promise and fulfillment of shalom. Take time to pray
for hope in our Prince of Peace and this promise that one day all death, crying and pain will
cease. Pray for courage to be a peace maker in our world as we wait.
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