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Sermon Title: Waiting Like A Watchman 

Speaker: Rich Villodas – Lead Pastor 

Scriptures: Psalm 130 

 

Psalm 130 

A song of ascents. 

1 Out of the depths I cry to you, Lord; 
2     Lord, hear my voice. 
Let your ears be attentive 
    to my cry for mercy. 
 
3 If you, Lord, kept a record of sins, 
    Lord, who could stand? 
4 But with you there is forgiveness, 
    so that we can, with reverence, serve you. 
 
5 I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits, 
    and in his word I put my hope. 
6 I wait for the Lord 
    more than watchmen wait for the morning, 
    more than watchmen wait for the morning. 
 
7 Israel, put your hope in the Lord, 
    for with the Lord is unfailing love 
    and with him is full redemption. 
8 He himself will redeem Israel 
    from all their sins. 

 
Sermon Summary: 
This Sunday marks the beginning of the Advent season and the start of our four-week series, “Waiting for 
Jesus.” As we turn to Psalm 130, we will reflect on what it means to be a people who wait on the Lord 
with hope and expectancy. Like the watchman longing for the first light of dawn, we’ll consider how God 
shapes us in the waiting and invites us to trust His unfailing promises. 
 
 
Sermon Questions: 
 

1.​ What are you waiting for in this season of life?  
 

2.​ Pastor Rich shared three different ways we often wait: impatiently, passively or actively. Which 
one do you most engage in and why? 
 
➔​ Impatiently (at the core is anxiety- worrying what will happen if I don’t step in?) 
➔​ Passively (thinking nothing is going to change so what’s the point) 
➔​ Actively (like a watchman) 

●​ Watchman stood on the wall waiting for signs of danger and for the sun to rise. 
The watchman spends so much time in the darkness but he knows the dawn and 
light of day is coming. 

 



3.​ The Psalmist is essentially saying, “God does not watch for wrongs, but we are to watch for His 
word.” We need to wait and watch for God’s word to us. Thomas Merton says, “Prayer is about 
waiting for a word we cannot give to ourselves.” Share a time when you sensed God’s word 
spoken to you in a time of need or share an area where you need patience to wait for God’s word 
to you in your situation right now.  

 
4.​ There are three ways we can engage in “wait training”:  

1) Create space for God 
2) Stay rooted rather than rushing 
3) Cultivate hope and not optimism. What is one way you sense God inviting you to 
intentionally engage in waiting this Advent season?  
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