
 

Sermon Title: Encounters with the Risen Jesus: It’s the Lord 

Speaker: Matthew Manno, Pastor of NextGen Ministry 

Scripture: John 21:1-14 

Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee.[a] It happened this way: 2 Simon 
Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus[b]), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and 
two other disciples were together. 3 “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go 
with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 

4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. 

5 He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” 

“No,” they answered. 

6 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When they did, they were 
unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. 

7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard him 
say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into 
the water. 8 The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from 
shore, about a hundred yards.[c] 9 When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on 
it, and some bread. 

10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter climbed back into 
the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not 
torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are 
you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same 
with the fish. 14 This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the 
dead.          (NIV) 

 
Sermon Outline:      
In today’s scripture, we see the Risen Jesus shows up to the disciples when they were not expecting him 
to appear. The disciples were excited to know that Jesus had risen from the dead but were not sure how  
to continue moving forward, what they were to do next. So, the disciples decided to go fishing, which was 
something they were experts at which gave them comfort. They were going about their ordinary lives 
while living with the uncertainty and stress of not being around Jesus all the time. Jesus showing up while 
they were fishing was not something that was on their mind, so they were surprised when they realized it 
was him speaking to them from the shore.  
 
Jesus speaks four times to the disciples in this scripture:   

• Haven’t you any fish? Jesus isn’t really asking them about how many fish they have caught, as 
he already knows the answer to this question. Jesus is revealing himself in a moment when the 
disciples have failed, so the real question Jesus is asking is: How are you doing? Jesus is 
genuinely interested and concerned in the wellbeing of the disciples.   

• Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some. Jesus gives the 
disciples a suggestion and we see the miracle of their obedience. Jesus said it so the disciples 
did it – even when they were not sure who he was. We also see the miracle of abundance after 
they cast their nets on the other side. Their eyes were opened to see that Jesus was the one 
speaking to them from the shore.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+21%3A+1-14&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26900a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+21%3A+1-14&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26901b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+21%3A+1-14&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26907c


• Bring some of the fish you have just caught. Jesus offers the disciples an invitation. He didn’t 
need what they had but he wanted to use it anyway. Jesus wants to use what they have for His 
glory and mission.  

• Come and have breakfast. Jesus offers them another invitation to eat with him. He wants to 
have a very real, personal relationship with the disciples. A friendship where there is close 
proximity to one another and sharing of meals.    

Jesus wants to know how you are doing. He wants to meet you in your everyday, ordinary life. Jesus 
wants you to bring whatever you have to him, so your gifts and talents can be an offering to the world 
around you. Your life will never be more full then when Jesus is present. 

Sermon Summary: 
This Sunday, Matt Manno, Pastor of NextGen Ministry, continues our new series for Eastertide titled 
“Encounters with the Risen Jesus”. Today Pastor Matt shares a message with us about how the risen 
Jesus shows his disciples the surprising ways he is going to show up in their everyday lives and how this 
also pertains to our lives today.     

 
Sermon Questions: 

1. How does this scripture connect for you the topic that was discussed today?  What words 
resonate with you?  Why? 

2. In your family of origin, did you grow up being surprised a lot or was this something that did not 
happen to you growing up? Did you like being surprised or was this something that you really 
didn’t enjoy? How did your experience growing up inform the way you like being surprised today, 
or do not like being surprised today? Journal your answers to these questions, offering them up to 
God.     

3. Jesus genuinely cares about how we are doing, and he is constantly showing up in our everyday 
ordinary lives, but we wrestle with this fact. Are you ready for Jesus to ask you how you are 
doing, especially if you are facing a very challenging situation or failure in your life? Find time to 
honestly write down your response to these questions, maybe sharing them with your small 
group. 

4. Where do you need to declare it is the Lord working in your life? Do you need to declare he is 
working in your relationships with your family, friends, or co-workers? There are so many times 
and opportunities where we lack an awareness of the Lord’s presence in our lives. Share your 
answers to these questions with a trusted brother or sister in Christ, asking God for wisdom to be 
able to declare where he is working in your life.  


