
 

 

 

 
 

Sermon Title: Proverbs: Becoming Wise in our Work 

Speaker: Helen Kim Nowalk, Community Life Pastor  

Scripture: Proverbs 15:33, 16:1-3 

 
33 Wisdom’s instruction is to fear the LORD, 
    and humility comes before honor. 
16 To humans belong the plans of the heart, 
    but from the LORD comes the proper answer of the tongue. 
2 All a person’s ways seem pure to them, 
    but motives are weighed by the LORD. 
3 Commit to the LORD whatever you do, 
    and he will establish your plans.       (NIV) 
         
 
 
 
Sermon Outline:     
Proverbs is not a how-to book but a how-to-be book that helps us become the embodied heart and character of God – 
true wisdom in a broken world. 
 
To be righteous means to be a people in love with God who are devout lovers of God, doing as God does. We are 
called to hear God’s word in its entirety and live it out in our lives. 
 
Our workplace, whether paid or unpaid, is a place of immersion. This place of immersion is a place we are in, where 
we get formed.  
 
Becoming Wise in our Work 
 
Why we work: The way of wisdom is to work for the Lord not for ourselves. 
The center of our work is not us, but the Lord. How we do our work is just as important as the work that we do.  
 
How we work: The way of wisdom is to work in a trustworthy manner - with honesty.  
As people of God, we are to show up and be honest in our work, not only with our words but also our actions. 
 
How we work: The way of wisdom is to work in a trustworthy manner – with diligence and hard work.  
The world applauds our overworking, but God reminds us that this is not His way.  
 
Which of the areas below do you sense God’s invitation to wrestle faithfully this year in your work (paid or unpaid)? 

• Working as unto the Lord, not for self-gain? 

• Being honest with your words? 

• Being honest with your actions? 

• Working hard with diligence? 
 

What would it look like if every Christian lived like this – with integrity and honesty not only in their words but with their 

actions – while working, whether their work was paid or unpaid?  

God calls us beyond us, to live for more than ourselves, where we are moving outward with our work so that people 

can know the heart of God.  

  



 

Sermon Summary: 
This Sunday, Helen Kim Nowalk, Community Life Pastor, continues our sermon series on the book of Proverbs. Pastor 
Helen explores the importance of wisdom in our work – whether paid or unpaid - and how it helps us become the 
people of God.   

 
Sermon Questions: 

1. How does this scripture connect for you the topic that was discussed today?  What words resonate with you?  
Why? 

2. In your family of origin, what did your family believe about work? Were you taught to believe that your work 
was what defined who you were in the world and that you needed to work as hard as possible to make 
something of yourself? How does what you learned growing up shape the way you view your work today and 
the manner which you work? Can you journal your responses or share these responses with your small 
group?   

3. Why do you work? Are you keeping God at the center of your work, knowing that all your work is under His 
gaze? Or are you the center of your work? Are you able to work so that you can do right by others with your 
work because God is the center of your work? Find time this week to be silent to reflect on these questions 
and responses.   

4. How do you work? Do you conduct your work in an honest manner? As people of God, we are to show up and 
be honest in our work – in the way we speak and by our actions. Does your work reflect the people of God, or 
are you working in the way of the world standards, with dishonest words and promises? Share your answers 
and reflections with your small group or a trusted brother or sister in Christ.  

5. How do you work? Are you a diligent and hard worker, as unto the Lord? Or are you someone who is prone to 
laziness, not working with effort? God promises us when we put in hard work and effort, that we will enjoy the 
fruit of our work. Take time to reflect on these questions and your responses, offering them up to the Lord, 
asking for forgiveness where you might need it. 


